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DETAILED ACTION 

Election of Group I, claims 1-6 is acknowledged. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claim 4, "said third part" (line 26) lacks antecedent basis. 

As to claim 5, "the cylinders" (line 31) lack antecedent basis. Is this claim limited 
to more than one cylinder? 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Keegan. 

Keegan 734 teaches (Figure 3) a pipette, including: channel block 1 1 having a 
cylindrical passage extending there through; a rod 14 passing into the passage; a 
cylinder (element 60a) that passes into the cylindrical passage from the end opposite 
the end into which the rod passes; a chamber defined by the block, rod and cylinder, 
having a variable volume, with a portion of the chamber being variable by relative 
movement of the block relative to a relatively stationary cylinder and rod (which occurs 
when the piston 41a contacts the cylinder 60a (See "moves into contact" on col. 7, line 
56), resulting in the cylinder moving relative to the contacting (i.e. relatively fixed) 
rod/cylinder positions), and with a second portion of the chamber being variable by 
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relative movement of the cylinder relative to stationary block and rod (which occurs 
when the cylinder is inserted into a stationary block upon assembly of the unit). 

As to claim 2, the chamber volume varies as a hand grasps the block 11, and a 
human operator depresses button 3. 

As to claim 3, the piston 41a may be deemed to be a rod, and that piston 
diameter is greater than that of the cylinder 60a. 

As to claim 4, note that either (1 ) the diameter of rod 14aa is less than that of the 
internal diameter of the channel, or (2) that the 0-ring 43a suggests that the diameter of 
the piston 41a (or rod, if you will) is less than the internal diameter of the channel. 

As to claims 5,6, note the extension member 12a that includes a passage, the 
member attached to an end of the cylinder at one end, and connected to a tip 55 at the 
other end. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert R. Raevis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2204. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 5:30am to 
3pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams, can be reached on 571-272-2208. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



